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24/8/20 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the paper on lessons for Scotla king at 

evidence from schools in Australia, South Korea and Israel that was referred to in 

the minutes of the COVID-19 advisory sub group on children's issues meeting of 

21 July 2020. (S5W-30971) 

John Swinney: The paper was provided to aid the group's discussion on the 

advisory note on Physical Distancing in Early Learning and Childcare Settings, and 

its contents were reflected in the document which was published on 30 July 2020. 

The paper will, along with any new international evidence, inform any future advice 

produced by the sub-group. 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether the SQA was aware that the 2020 exam modelling system would result in 

lower grading of students from certain postcode areas. (S5W-31118) 

 

John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority results as announced on 4 

August produced higher increases in the pass rates amongst young people from 

deprived backgrounds than from any other group and showed that the size of the 

gap between the most and least disadvantaged young people attaining A-C is 

narrower under this measure than was the position in 2019. 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what discussions it had with the SQA regarding the 2020 exam modelling system. 

(S5W-31119) 

John Swinney: I asked the SQA to develop an alternative approach to certification 

in the absence of the 2020 exam diet. I was briefed on the alternative certification 

model in May and June, when SQA published their outline approach, and I was 

informed of the moderation outcome on Thursday 30 July. 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether it will list any concerns that it has raised with the SQA 

regarding the 2020 exam system. (S5W-31120) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government had regular discussions with the 

Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) with regards to the awarding of results in 

2020. I asked the SQA to develop an alternative approach to certification in the 

absence of the 2020 exam diet and SQA undertook that task in good faith. In light 

of the issues raised in my statement to Parliament on 11 August 2020, I directed 

the SQA to award results on the basis of estimates submitted by teachers and 

lecturers. 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial support it has made available to childminders to support them with adhering 
to the changes required by (a) it and (b) the Care Inspectorate in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-31124) 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/correspondence/2020/08/coronavirus-covid-19-letter-to-health-and-social-care-partnerships/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-letter-to-health-and-social-care-partnerships/coronavirus-covid-19-letter-to-health-and-social-care-partnerships/govscot%3Adocument/Respite%2Band%2Bday%2Bcare%2B-letter%2Bfrom%2BCabinet%2BSecretary%2Bfor%2BHealth%2Band%2BSport%2Band%2BMinister%2Bfor%2BChildren%2Band%2BYoung%2BPeople%2B-%2B3%2BAugust%2B2020.pdf


Maree Todd: Childminders have been able to reopen since the 3 June 2020 and 

at 14 August 55% of registered childminders have chosen to reopen their doors to 

provide childcare to families across Scotland. 

Childminding Guidance was first issued June, with a revised version issued on 10 

July, detailing how childminders could reopen and operate safely. The vast 

majority of childminding services, whilst having to make some modifications, have 

not had to considerably change their operating models and can now run close to 

business as usual in terms of delivery. 

Current guidance states that childminders do not need any additional PPE for 

caring for children and they should continue to use their routine PPE – such as 

gloves for nappy changing or toileting children. 

A survey commissioned by the Scottish Childminding Association, shared with 

Scottish Government, indicates that the majority of childminders surveyed believed 

that their costs would be unchanged or may potentially even decrease as a result 

of implementing the reopening guidance. 

Many childminders have suffered financially because of the pandemic and the 

subsequent loss of private income over the lockdown period. This hardship, which 

for some will have been considerable, is distinctly different and should not be 

confused with costs directly associated with reopening. 

To help support childminders who have suffered financially throughout the 

pandemic, on the 16 July the £60,000 Childminding Workforce Support Fund 

(CWSF) opened to provide grants up to a maximum of £350. The Scottish 

Government and the Scottish Childminding Association jointly funded the CWSF. 

The demand for the Childminding Workforce Support Fund was considerable and 

given the volume of applications the Scottish Childminding Association decided to 

pause the Fund for new applications on 17 July. 

In view of the considerable demand for the fund, the Scottish Government is working 

with the Scottish Childminding Association to agree further funding support to 

childminders. Information on that further support will be made available shortly. 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what discussions have taken place between the Cabinet Secretary 

for Education and Skills and the SQA regarding the moderation methodology 

used for the 2020 awards. (S5W-31129) 

John Swinney: I met with the Chief Examining Officer, Chair of the Scottish 

Qualifications Authority (SQA) Board, and other members of staff at SQA on a 

number of occasions and discussed a range of topics, which included the 

moderation methodology used for the 2020 awards. 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether the SQA alerted it regarding the potential impact of the moderation 

methodology used for the 2020 awards on pupils from disadvantaged areas and, if 

so, on what date. (S5W-31130) 

John Swinney: Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) provided a broad indication 

of the equalities impact of its awarding model on 30 July. The SQA results as 

announced on 4 August showed progress in closing the attainment gap. 



Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what assessment it has carried out regarding the impact of the moderation 

methodology for the 2020 awards on pupils from poorer areas. (S5W-31132) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority is responsible for 

undertaking an Equality Impact Assessment and Child Rights and Wellbeing 

Impact Assessment for its approach to awarding in 2020 and both reports were 

published in full as planned, on 4 August. 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

for what reason no assessment of evidence of individual attainment was 

reportedly made by the SQA prior to marking down teacher estimates of pupil 

attainment. (S5W-31133) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) was commissioned to 

develop and deliver an alternative approach to awarding in 2020, and as such their 

approach to moderation was an operational decision for SQA to make. 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what action it will take regarding any differing teacher ability in assessing pupil 

attainment that has been identified by the 2020 awards. (S5W-31134) 

John Swinney: We are committed to quickly learning from this year’s awards 

process. Professor Mark Priestley is leading an independent review of the 

approach to awarding in 2020. Areas being considered by Professor Priestley 

include teachers’ estimates and he will make recommendations to the Scottish 

Government. 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether it will provide the scientific reasoning for extracurricular 

classes at school not being permitted to restart until mid- September 2020. (S5W-

31143) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government believes that the reopening of schools 

had to be the priority, given their critical importance to the life and wellbeing of our 

children and young people. The reopening was contingent upon there being low 

community transmission of the virus. However, the virus has not gone away, and 

the scientific advice is that the more activities that are allowed to operate, the more 

contact and mixing will occur, and with that comes additional risk. The reopening of 

schools is a new development, and with each new development the Scottish 

Government will look at the impact, and monitor progress very closely. That is why 

the decision was taken to avoid the cumulative impact of restarting extracurricular 

activities, until such time as the impact of school reopening had been able to be 

assessed. This is in line with the published guidance on physical distancing in 

schools produced by the Covid-19 Advisory Sub-Group on Education and 

Children’s Issues which states “ Where incremental changes can be made and the 

impacts of these monitored, that would be recommended .” 

 
26/8/20 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which World Health Organization (WHO) document stated that," 

globally, no outbreak of the disease (covid 19) could be attributed to schools", as 



noted in the minutes of the COVID-19 advisory sub group on children's issues 

meeting of 21 July 2020. (S5W-30972) 

John Swinney: Unfortunately, there was a slight error in the published minutes of 

the meeting of the Covid-19 advisory sub-group on education and children's issues 

on 21 July. The minutes should say that "the WHO had indicated that, globally, no 

outbreak of the disease could be attributed to schools." The minutes did not refer to 

a specific document, but were reporting a wide ranging discussion about a variety 

of international evidence about the role of children in transmission of Covid-19 

within educational settings. The evidence included a WHO document published on 

13 July 2020, and which can be found here https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-

detail/q-a-schools-and- covid-19. The Scottish Government will publish an erratum 

to clarify this point. 

Within reports published to date, transmission of COVID-19 from child to child or 

from child to adult in daycare or school settings has not been confirmed, and no 

reports of outbreaks or super spreader events within schools or day-cares prior to 

or after lockdowns have been published The National Collaborating Centre for 

Methods and Tools. 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how the proportion of grades A-C awarded at (a) Nation Higher and (c) Advanced 
Higher for 2019-20 (i) nationally and (ii) in each local authority area in (A) local 
authority-run and (B) independent schools compares with the grades at in this range 
that had been estimated by teachers. (S5W-31081) 

John Swinney: The following table, based on information published by the Scottish 

Qualifications Authority (SQA), shows the national pass rates at National 5, Higher 

and Advanced Higher for 2019-20 based on teacher estimates and based on the 

moderated results as published by SQA on 4 August. 

 
 
Qualification 

2020 

teacher 

estimates 

2020 moderated teacher 

estimates as published on 
4/8/20 

Comparison (teacher 

estimates minus 
moderated results) 

(a) National 

5 
88.6% 81.1% 7.5pp 

(b) Higher 88.8% 78.9% 9.9pp 

(c) 

Advanced 

Higher 

 
92.8% 

 
84.9% 

 
7.9pp 

 
pp = percentage points 

The Scottish Government does not hold this information broken down by local 

authority area or broken down between local authority-run and independent schools. 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 

formally or informally signed off the SQA 2020 moderation model and, if so, 

when. (S5W-31103) 

http://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-schools-and-
http://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-schools-and-


John Swinney: I asked the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) to 

develop an alternative approach to certification in the absence of the 2020 

exam diet, consistent with their role as an independent awarding body. I was 

informed of the moderation outcome on 30 July. 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government when the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills was 

initially shown the SQA 2020 moderation model. (S5W-31104) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government had regular discussions with the 

Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) with regards to the awarding of results 

in 2020 and I received oral updates on the process. I was informed of the 

moderation outcome on 30 July. 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether it will publish all correspondence between the SQA 

and the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills regarding the 2020 exam 

moderation model. (S5W-31105) 

John Swinney: I have commissioned Professor Mark Priestley to conduct an 

independent review looking at the events following the cancellation of the 

examination diet and the alternative certification model put in place by the 
SQA. His review will include looking at transparency and he will be provided with 

all correspondence between the SQA and myself. Professor Priestley will provide 

an initial report on his findings in September. 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 

percentage of pupils who were due to sit exams in 2020 had their grades, as 

predicted by their school, marked (a) down and (b) up by the SQA, also broken 

down by (i) subject and (ii) exam level. (S5W-31107) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not hold information on the 

percentage of pupils who were due to sit exams in 2020 who had their grades 

marked down or up. The ‘Moderation Summary Reports’ that SQA published on 4 

August provide information on moderation across 129 courses and are publicly 

available at: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45625.html . 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether it will publish any notes or documents produced for the Cabinet Secretary 

for Education and Skills following meetings with the SQA staff group in June and 

July 2020. (S5W-31171) 

John Swinney: The meetings which took place in June and July involved updates 

from Scottish Qualifications Authority staff. No notes or minutes were taken from 

either meeting. 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether it will provide details of the meeting between the SQA and the Cabinet 

Secretary for Education and Skills in June regarding moderation of the 2020 exam 

results. (S5W-31172) 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45625.html


John Swinney: The meeting in June was an opportunity for Scottish 

Qualifications Authority (SQA) staff to provide the Scottish Government with an 

overview of the awarding model for 2020. The oral updates from SQA staff 

covered the following topics – Higher National and Vocational Qualifications; 

National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher estimates; awarding; results and 
certification; post-certification review (appeals); communications; and 
business systems. 

As confirmed by Fiona Robertson, SQA Chief Executive, in her evidence to the 

Education and Skills Committee on 12 August, this was a general discussion 

about preparations being made by SQA in relation to developing new processes. 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

which (a) Ministers and (b) of its officials attended the meeting with the SQA staff 

group in June in relation to the 2020 exam results. (S5W-31173) 

John Swinney: I was the only Minister to take part in this meeting in June, and I 

was accompanied by an official from Curriculum, Qualifications and 

Gaelic Division of the Learning Directorate. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to move the 2021 school exam diet 

back by a month in light of students missing out on a month of tuition in their new 

subjects as a result of the lockdown. (S5W-31242) 

John Swinney: We are taking action to prepare arrangements for national 

qualifications in 2021. The Scottish Qualifications Authority is consulting on the 

2021 timetable and we will also look to ensure that any lessons learned 

identified in the review by Professor Priestley are taken into account. 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government whether school and college exam candidates who 

were given estimated grades for the 2020 exam diet will have a note on their exam 

certificate explaining that these results were an estimate as a result of the exam 

diet not going ahead due to COVID-19. (S5W-31248) 

John Swinney: Revised certificates will be issued to be with candidates on 8 

September. The certificates will not include a note about estimates but will show 

the revised grades awarded under the direction to reissue awards based on 

teacher or lecturer judgement this year. 

James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 

guidance is available for home schooling groups regarding social distancing and 

restrictions on the number of households able to meet up. (S5W-31272) 

John Swinney: As announced on 20 August, indoor activities for children and 

young people (unregulated) can begin from 31 August, subject to adhering to the 

guidance for these activities. This guidance, for activities that are voluntary, third 

sector, parent or peer led, is currently being developed and its principles will apply 

to home educators. 

Also applicable for home educators is the guidance on re-opening school age 

childcare services and small and micro businesses guidance . 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-small-and-micro-businesses-guidance/pages/overview/


 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government when guidance on safe practice in relation to home 

economics lessons in schools will be published. (S5W-31276) 

John Swinney: The guidelines are in production and will be presented to members 

of the Education Recovery Group within the next few weeks, subject to stakeholder 

consultation. As with all guidelines at the moment, there is a need to look at the 

overall scientific advice which is current and relevant. We are working closely with 

representatives of teachers and headteachers to ensure that any guidance is 

therefore, as up to date and helpful as possible. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government whether it can provide a timescale for when UCAS 

will be updated with the new grades for students in Scotland who have had them 

changed. (S5W-31278) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority has supplied UCAS with the 

results and these were disseminated to universities and colleges on 20 August. 

 

28/8/20 

Mike Rumbles (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 

the Scottish Government whether it will publish the evidence on which it based its 

decision not to advise that secondary school students should wear face coverings 

in schools. (S5W-31240) 

John Swinney: The evidence was set out in the guidance on physical distancing in 
schools by the Covid-19 Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children's issues, 
which was published on 16 July. However, in the light of the latest scientific and 
public health advice, including the World Health Organisation (WHO) guidelines, the 
Scottish Government has, after discussion with the Education Recovery Group, 
updated the advice on the use of face coverings in secondary schools and on school 
transport. Unless specific exemptions apply, face coverings should now be worn in 
secondary schools by adults and pupils in corridors and confined communal areas 
where physical distancing is difficult to maintain. Face coverings should also be worn 
by all children aged 5 and over on dedicated school transport, in line with the 
guidance for public transport. The advice from the Advisory Sub-Group, and updated 
guidance on school reopening were published on 25 August to reflect the latest 
position. 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what guidance is being provided to schools on social distancing during transfers 

between classrooms in order to minimise the spread of COVID-19. (S5W-31319) 

John Swinney: The published Guidance on preparing for the start of the new 

school term in August 2020 contains a section on minimising contact between 

individuals and groups (paragraphs 40 to 60). This section notes that within specific 

school settings, risk assessments should consider the ways in which busy 

corridors, entrances and exits could be avoided, with mitigations that could include 

one way and/or external circulation routes. 



The guidance has been updated to note that face coverings should (unless 

exemptions apply) be worn by adults and young people in secondary schools when 

moving about the school in corridors and communal areas, where 

physical distancing is particularly difficult to maintain. 

Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 

Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in the light of its advice that “In 

indoor places and where physical distancing is difficult and where there is a risk of 

contact within [two metres] with people who are not members of your household, 

you are expected to wear a face covering”, for what reason the use of face 

coverings in schools has not been made compulsory. (S5W-31323) 

John Swinney: In the light of the latest scientific and public health advice, 

including the World Health Organisation (WHO) guidelines, the Scottish 

Government has, after discussion with the Education Recovery Group, updated 

the advice on the use of face coverings in secondary schools and on school 

transport. Unless specific exemptions apply, face coverings should now be worn in 

secondary schools by adults and pupils in corridors and confined communal areas 

where physical distancing is difficult to maintain. 

Face coverings should also be worn by all children aged 5 and over on dedicated 
school transport, in line with the guidance for public transport. The advice from the 
Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children's Issues, and updated guidance on 
school reopening were published on 25 August to reflect the latest position. 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 

To ask the Scottish Government whether specific COVID-19 guidance for home 

educators will be published. (S5W-31331) 

John Swinney: As announced on 20 August, indoor activities for children and 

young people (unregulated) can begin from Monday, 31 August, subject to adhering 

to the guidance for these activities. This guidance, for activities that are voluntary, 

third sector, parent or peer led, is currently being developed and its principles will 

apply to home educators. 

 

The guidance on re-opening school age childcare services , small and micro 

businesses guidance and Phase 3: staying safe and protecting others is also 

applicable for home educators. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-small-and-micro-businesses-guidance/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-small-and-micro-businesses-guidance/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-staying-safe-and-protecting-others/pages/overview/

